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From the HOD'S Desk

Dear Colleagues, Alumni, Research Scholars, Students, Staff and all well-wishers,

With great pleasure, we present the Departmental Newsletters, which serve as a platform
to engage, enlighten, and strengthen our commitment to fostering an environment that
encourages critical thinking, scholarly inquiry, and interdisciplinary dialogue. Through
focused research and innovative pedagogy, we aim to deepen our understanding of
human society, culture, and the arts.

The department provides a platform to engage, enlighten, and strengthen our
commitment to fostering an environment that encourages critical thinking, scholarly
inquiry, and interdisciplinary dialogue. We aim to deepen our understanding of human
society, culture, and the arts through focused research and innovative pedagogy.

Our faculty and researchers continue to traverse beyond the conventional boundaries of
research, engaging with challenges through the interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
lenses of history, philosophy, literature, education, sociology, psychology, and more. This
year, we have launched several new research initiatives and projects highlighting the
relevance of the humanities and social sciences in today's rapidly changing world. These
initiatives reflect our commitment to academic excellence and demonstrate our desire to
connect our work with real-world impact. We are particularly proud of the strides we've
made in fostering a more inclusive and diverse academic environment, a crucial aspect of
maintaining the vitality of our disciplines.

Thank You.

Prof. Gyan Prakash

HoD, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
Indian Institute of Technology (ISM), Dhanbad
Jharkhand. 826004
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE

The Centre for Indian Knowledge Systems and the Department of Humanities
and Social Sciences, IIT (ISM) Dhanbad, jointly conducted a National Conference
on Ancient Indian Text, Science and Technology (AITST) from 25" February to
27" February 2026 in collaboration with ICPR and ANRF.
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The conference successfully
brought together scholars,
researchers, and practitioners

from diverse disciplines,
including science, technology,
the humanities, and

philosophy, to engage in
meaningful dialogue on the
contemporary relevance of
Ancient Indian Texts.

[ HSS Newsletter

The inaugural session of the conference was held
with great enthusiasm and academic spirit. The
session was graced by Prof. Sukumar Mishra,
Director, IIT (ISM) Dhanbad, along with the
Convener Prof. Gyan Prakash, Head of the
Department of HSS, and Co-Conveners Prof. Sathya
Narayana Sharma, Prof. Shruti Kanungo, and Prof.
Rahul D R. The Guest of Honour address was
delivered by Swamy Kripamayananda of Anand
Marg, while the Chief Guest for the occasion was
Prof. C. D. Sebastian, IIT Bombay. The session
concluded with a formal vote of thanks presented
by Prof. Shruti Kanungo.
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The three-day conference witnessed enthusiastic participation from over
50+scholars and researchers, faculty members and independent scholars from
across the country, representing leading institutions such as |IIM Calcutta, IIT
Roorkee, IIT Mandi, IIT Bhubaneswar, Banaras Hindu University, Nava Nalanda

Mahavihara, and the University of Lucknow.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE
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The conference programme was thoughtfully
structured with keynote lectures, plenary sessions,
and thematic paper presentations that
encouraged interdisciplinary dialogue across
science, technology, humanities, and philosophy.

Participants presented diverse research
perspectives that demonstrated the contemporary
relevance of ancient Indian intellectual traditions.
The presentations highlighted how insights from
classical texts can meaningfully contribute to
discussions on sustainable development, ethical
reasoning in science and technology, holistic
health practices, and integrative knowledge
frameworks.
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throughout the three days
underscored the importance
of revisiting indigenous
knowledge systems through
modern academic lenses,
making the conference a
significant and intellectually
enriching academic event.
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The conference concluded with a shared recognition that re-examining
ancient texts through modern analytical perspectives can uncover timeless
wisdom and inspire innovative solutions to contemporary challenges. Overall,
the event marked a significant step toward fostering integrative research and
strengthening academic discourse rooted in India’s rich intellectual heritage.
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PUBLICATIONS

Bashir Ansari, with Prof. Ahmed Sameer and
colleagues, published the paper
“Antecedents of mobile e-waste recycling
behaviour: A study of planned intentions
and direct behavioural triggers among
adolescents and young Indian adults.” The
study shows that environmental concern
increases planned recycling intentions, but
social norms, perceived obsolescence and
fears about information security drive
behaviour directly, leading many to hoard
old phones rather than formally recycle
them.

The paper recommends pairing environmental education with convenient, certified secure-
data recycling options, such as take-back points and sanitisation certificates, to convert
intentions into action.

https://doi.org/10.1177/0734242X261416438

Sofiya Shahiwala and Prof. Rahul
D. R. published a paper titled, "A
Bayesian Meta-Analysis of Digital
Game-Enhanced Vocabulary
Learning" in Journal of Computer
Assisted Learning.

https://doi.org/10.1002/jcal.7024
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS

Arthya Pandey presented a paper titled
'Revisiting  Disability: A Study of
Marginalisation of Baba in Clear Light of
the Day, at the Second Annual Young
Researchers' Conference (YRC) From
Conflict to Thriving: Critical Responses
on Re-thinking Marginalities at BITS
Pilani, Goa Campus, from 19 to 20th
February, 2026.

Diptashree Banerjee and Simanta Nandi jointly presented a paper titled "Mapping
Nazrul's Influence: A Global Digital Footprint Study" in the "International Conference:
Society, Education, Literature and Philosophy in the Light of Kazi Nazrul Islam"
organized by Nazrul Centre for Social & Cultural Studies (NCSCS), Kazi Nazrul
University, Asansol, West Bengal on 16th-17th February, 2026
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Sharanya Chakraborty received session best paper award for the paper titled "Pursuit of
Awe in an Era of Efficiency: A Constructivist Grounded Theory" at International
Conference on Indigenous Practices and Modern Psychological Innovations: Bridging the
Gap for Promoting Health & Well Being, Organised by Department of Psychology, Faculty
of Social Sciences, in association with the International Association of Applied

Psychology (IAAP), 5-7 February, 2026.

Bashir Ansari attended the India Al Impact
Summit 2026, hosted by the Government of
India on February, 2026. He gained
knowledge in how to view Al thorough a
human-like lens and largely using it as a tool
to leapfrog societal development, also the
need to invest effort at grassroots levels to
deploy Al within the MANAV framework—
especially in India’s rural areas—to ensure

that this technology does not further strengthen the
digital divide. He also attended the Stanford Al+Health
2025 conference hosted by the Stanford Institute for
Human-Centered Al (HAI) in February, 2026. It was a
massive convening of clinicians, researchers, and
industry leaders focused on moving past the hype and
digging into the practical, real-world application of Al in
clinical settings. He was inspired to see how the field is
finally moving from theoretical models to tools that are
actually reshaping healthcare delivery today.

Rabiya

at the Second

presentation
National  Annual Conference on
Addictions in the Modern World: Clinical,
Behavioural and Digital Challenges for
her paper “Loneliness and ChatGPT
Addiction: A Social Mediation Model of
Rumination and Negative Emotions”, held
at Amity University, Patna on March 24
and 25, 2026.
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Editorial Board

Dr. Sucharita Maji
Dr. Shanmugapriya T
Dona Pal
Mareyam Sabji Kodiyaril

Find out more at:

hss.iitism.ac.in
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
Phone:+91-326-2235277 (O)
IIT (ISM) Dhanbad,
Dhanbad- 826004 , Jharkhand, India
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